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‘A SECRET base in Cofnwa]l
.with technolozy capable of
‘eavesdropping on 2ll communi-
;cations beamed between ‘sarel-
-lite .- -Iinks—including inter-
nanonal telephonz and telex
trafic—is revealed in a book

1o be published in America. .-,

- The US justice department’
‘is now threatening legal action;,

to prevent .publiczrion in -the ]
book of a top secrer documeat,.]

said to have bzen released “in
error.” This document proves
that between 1557 and 1973 the
British
with the United Srates in moni-
toring international telex trafic

to gather information against
war 1

American . anti-Vietnam
pro:estors, including actress.
Jane Fonda, civil righrs leader
Martin Luther KXing,
Joan Baez and child expert
Benjamin Spock.--~ -

The scale of the Cornwall’
des--
cribed in the book, conflicts,

monitoring . .operation,
with public assurances by the |
British government on the tOplC
of eavesdropping.

The book, The Puzzle Pa)ace,

‘A Report on America’s Most |

Secret Agency, by James-
Bam‘ord a 35-year-old auibor |
who trained as a lawyer is to
be publisbed Jater this "year

by- the . Boston . company,
‘Hougzhton Mifilin. It is a highly

detailed and mericulously docuw~

:meented Investigation about the
‘American - \Ianonal Secunry

"Agency, (NSA) which is res-

-ponsible-- for breaking ‘codes.
and “monitoring

commumcanons

. The book ‘includes mforma-
"tion about .the Bridsh Govern-.
ment Communications Head-
quarters (GCHQ), the Chelten-
ham-based . equivalent of : the
NSA, and: details. the close’
relationship between the two
.intelligence gathering agencies.
When “the. Cornwall_ base —
“near Morwenstow, six miles
from Bude—was announced in
1969 it’ was . described.. as ~a
“radid- - -research- - :stadon;”
’funded Jomt]y thh Amenca
and usmg American-. eqmp—
raent:.’ EBamford - describes -in’
his.. book . how. -enormous
.amounts’ of intercepted traffic’
are--Jnonitored, comparing the-

-site -at Bude with a secret Dase |-

-in ..America - conductmg toe’
same type of: operation.:

A

The- Morwenstow base,’ of5e]

‘mlly called - the "Composue

ch.nals Organisation Staton,””

is a remote clifi-top installarion ]

surrounded by farmlang - andd

governmeant took part’

singer.

intemational
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receiving dishes. It is 60 miles
.porth of the' Goonbilly Downs
~satellite station run by British
“Telecom, which is a key link
“in the International™Telecorm-
{ munications Organisation
. "(Intelsat), .providing transat-
:lJantic communications.

The proof of British co-oper-
. ation -in monitoring  American
radicals is.contained in a top-
secret document released to
~the author under the Freedom
“of Information Act. The Sunday
~Times has a copy of this docu-
“ment. During this secret opera-
~tion, code-named Minaret - and
-never officially authorised by
an American president or attor-
ney-general, _the Natienal
Security Agency, at the request
. of the Federal Bureau of In-.
.vestigation and .the Central In-
telligence- Agency, monitored
the international telephone and
cable communications of almost
6,000 Amencans berween 1907
and 1973.. .

Among - those watchhsred
‘under the programme, the book
- reveals, were Jane Fonda, Dr
-Martin Luther -King and. his
successor, the Rev Ralph Aber-
nathy, Black ~Panther leader
Eldridge Cleaver, Joan Baez, Dr.
B=mamm Spock, and  Abbies
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was told by the Jusuce denart
ment that th= report bad been
released “in error,”.contained
still-classified information, an
should be returaed. Subse—
quently, 2t a meeling in the
conference room of Houghton
Mifflin, senior justce -depart-
‘ment and NSA officials men-
':,noned the United . States
‘Espionage Act—and now the
-justice department is threaten-.
ing ¢ poﬁt—pubhcanou Judxcm!
‘remedy ’ RS L

There was°no reaction frorn
Gapp. Shortly after the letrer:
was sent to GCHQ’s representa-
tive, Bamford recelved 2 hand-
delxv°red Jerter from an official
at “the British cmbassy in
Washington stating:.“ It is not”
the policy of Her Majesty’s
‘Government to answer queries
.of this nature.” Bamford be-
:lieves much of the pressure to
'stop the " document’s - publica-

" ition has come from the British.
iHe says: “The .relationship
‘between the NSA and GCHQ is
:stronger than any between the
'NSA  and other, Amencan m-
telhvence aﬂencxes.

-The foundatxon of zhat co-
Opera*:on is enshrined .in a’
dopsec’et - British-American

Hoffman :—}nd o[her members of
‘thei’ Chxcavo Seven charae
with conspiring .to riot dunnw
“the” 1968 Democrauc presuien-
tiall convention. .- . .

The top-secret document is]

:the! 300-page :report. .of " the
1975 justice department inves-
.tigation .into -illegal eavesdrop-
.ping by the NS‘\ and CIA at
“a nime when -US spy agency
‘gransgressions at . bome _and
abroad* were being revealed by
Congress. - Twemy-three ex’]
“amples of illegality were found,
the ‘document reveals, “but:it
avas decided no action be taken.

The .. significant- paragraphi
“whiclt’ reveals the close -links]
between : the .’ British - and|
* American’. aeenc1°s and Lhe €04
operation. in : Minaret . states:

- “ Minaret im'elligence o .- Was
" obtained;.~-in the course of
NS A’s interception of aural apnd
“non-aural --(eg ' te]ex) inter-

,nanonal communications, ands
; the receipt of GCHQ- acquu*ed:
i telex. and JLC (In‘ernauonal
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“Licenced: arner) Ca bl e
n‘afﬁc S
¢ -In >March. 1981 Bamford*

"wrote 1o GCHQ’s senior liaisonr
-officer ‘at NSA _beadguarters,
1\\’1H11m Capp, pointing out the
-significance -0of th= paragraph.
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!pact, signed in 1947, the exist-
" Yence of avhich- has -never been
:oﬂiaally confirmed by either
"side.-* Both have the.capacity
of by- -passing each other’s laws
-on interception and under the
pact both sides agree to share
the wealth of each other’s cable
-intercept programmes, Bam-
ford says.

"He: quotes examplcs of thls
.co-operauon in a series of per=
sonal letrers benween the direc-
tors of each agency in the
Sixties, one of which mentions
the secret base at Bude.. -

‘Bamford says there had been
considerable. resistance to the
building of the station by the-
British government. The then
GCHQ director, Sir Leonard
Hooper, who. had ‘joined the
government code and cypher’
school in 1942 and took over as
bhead of GCHQ in. 1965, had i
resorted 1o a favounte and;
“effective lobbying . ractic. Hej
- _bad argued bow important the i

‘project was to the Anglo-
.'Amencan pact and to the I\SA-d
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